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        President’s Message 
            By Annette Pasek 
 
     By the time this Crest publication reaches 
you, summer will be in full swing, and chicks 
will be fledging. If you are like me, you will 
want to hold tight to these pleasantly warm 
months. With outdoor activities resuming, 

and this includes getting back to birding for many, I can ear-
nestly say that it is heartwarming to hear stories of planned 
trips and get-togethers.       
     With the Spring Census, June picnic, and Summer Bird 
Count behind us, we can now look forward to many of our 
traditional and newly added fall walks. Blair Wlochowski, 
Hartford Audubon’s Vice President, and I will be carving out 
time during our two years to introduce Hartford residents to 
the world of birding. Fran D’Amico initiated HAS’s involve-
ment with the CT Science Center’s “Make Fest” event this 
past spring. Our group had an HAS exhibit table and a bird 
house raffle. Blair and I will continue to expand such activi-
ties within Hartford’s city limits. This will begin with some 
new walks that we have added to the HAS calendar. These 
will be held at Keney Park in Hartford; one on September 25, 
2021, and the other on May 8, 2022. 
     Also worth sharing: I will be leading a walk, “Crusin’ With 
Birds and Brews,” on September 30. It will begin at Ferry 
Lane in Glastonbury and end with a Happy Hour at Hops on 
the Hills in bucolic South Glastonbury. Further details can be 
found in the handbook or on the HAS online calendar. 
     Look for fresh faces this fall; longtime members or those 
new to HAS: Helen Rubino, Secretary; Donna Summers, 
Treasurer; Connor Hogan, Board Member; and Kelley Scott, 
Membership Chair. At the same time there are many other 
volunteers who will continue to put their collective noses to 
the grindstone. Whether it’s by helping at one of  our sanctu-
ary work days, or simply by bringing refreshments to a 
monthly meeting, we thank you. 
     I look forward to seeing you at our first fall meeting. By-
the-way, this meeting really falls in the summer! Until then, 
keep your eyes and ears open to the sky, to the forest’s can-
opy and floor, or to wherever you may find yourself birding.           

                                   ?????? What ?????? 
 
 Are you lamenting the fact that the Spring 
Migration is nine months away and that 
you won’t be seeing any warblers until 
then? Well, do we have some great news 
for you! Turn to page two to learn all about 
who’s coming to town in late August and all 
of September!  Photo by Sam Fried 

         Welcome New Members 
 
             Cameron Aiken 
                   Hartford, CT 

                 Jane Bauks 
                  Ellington, CT 

                Jessica Blair 
                   Enfield, CT 

              Linda Brogan 
              Wethersfield, CT 

            Christina Brown 
                     Avon, CT 

                 Sue Clark 
                 Ellington, CT 

                Lisa Derosa 
              East Hartford, CT 

              Thomas Fuller 
                  Suffield, CT 

             Jennifer Frank 
              East Granby, CT 

               Claudia Hart 
               New Britain, CT 

            Katherine Hobbs 
              West Hartford, CT 

                Cheryl Lobo 
             East Hampton, CT 

 
    Melien & Patrick Lavoie 
              Leiana & Isaac 
              West Suffield, CT 

             Aimee LeBrun 
                Weatogue, CT 

     Nancy & Ronald Masters 
               Broad Brook, CT 

            Melissa Mullane 
               Wallingford CT  

             Victoria Mullane 
               Wallingford, CT 

            Camille Petrecca 
              Wethersfield, CT 

          Helga & Al Phillips 
                 Hartford, CT 

           Kira & Keith Pixton 
   Jack, Hannah, Nora, Carter 
                  Suffield, CT  

  Alexander Ribarov & family 
              West Hartford, CT 

   Linda & Edward Sunderland  
           South Windsor, CT 

       Karen & Edward Young 
             West Granby, CT 

Annette Pasek 
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         Becoming a Better Birder 
           By Jay Kaplan, Jamie Meyers, and Doug Beach 
 
     It was just a few weeks ago that we were in the midst of spring 
migration, and now, already, fall migration is approaching! Cer-
tainly it is not too early to be thinking about those pesky and con-
fusing fall warblers! 
     Hold on just a minute! Fall warblers have been unfairly ma-
ligned over the years, to the point that many birders avoid them 
entirely. That is certainly unfortunate, because fall warblers pro-
vide so many opportunities to be observed and enjoyed. In fact, 
the autumnal migration usually presents more chances to see birds 
than does its spring counterpart. The pace of the fall migration is 
more leisurely, and its timing is more protracted. There are usually 
more birds passing through, as both the adults and their offspring 
are moving south. 
     Without question fall birding is a challenge. Many species return 
to their basic (non-breeding) plumage, and there are similarities 
among a handful of species. The plumages of first year birds also 
create some ID problems, as they are often drab and without dis-
tinctive field marks. The leaves on the trees obscure many views, 
and the birds are giving mostly chip notes in the fall, as opposed to 
their full-throated songs in the spring. 
     So, what is a birder to do? 
     A good start would be to lower one’s expectations. Understand 
that not every bird will be identified, and, for novices, many birds 
will not be identified. That is to be expected and is perfectly okay. 
By taking the pressure off, a birder will be able to channel his or 
her energy into searching, observing, and learning. 
     Now for the good news! 
     Many adult warblers look either close to or exactly the same in 
the fall as they do in the spring! In fact, of 29 species which may 
pass through Connecticut in the fall, 19 species, or fully two-thirds 
of them, do not substantially change their plumage in the autumn 
season. That, to us, is a remarkable and encouraging statistic! 
     Here is a list of the 19 “virtual non-changers:” 

  
    Blue-winged                    Canada  
    Nashville                          Wilson’s 
    Northern Parula             Hooded  
    Black-and-white             Worm-eating 
    Black-throated Blue       Ovenbird 
    Black-throated Green    L. Waterthrush 
    Prairie                              N. Waterthrush 
    Yellow                              C. Yellowthroat 

                                                 Am. Redstart                   Mourning 
                                                 Connecticut  
                                         
       While other warblers molt prior to their fall migration, many of 
the changes are not overly significant. Consider, for example, one 
of our favorites, the male Blackburnian Warbler. Its autumnal 
(basic) plumage is quite similar to its spring (alternate) plumage. In 
the fall, his conspicuous white wing patch morphs into two white 
wing bars, and the bright orange throat becomes more subdued. 
Otherwise, the plumages are the same. 
     Some birds, such as the male Chestnut-sided Warbler, change 
significantly. But its fall  plumage is distinctive, with a greenish col-                                              

ored back, yellow wing bars, and a conspicuous white eye ring. 
Learn these marks, obtain a good look in-the-field, and there 
should be no confusion. 
     Watch for a bird’s mannerisms. Palm Warblers become duller in 
the fall, but they continue to bob their tails constantly. 
     Yellow-rumped Warblers lose some of their spring characteris-
tics. But, as the National Geographic Field Guide says, “All females 
and fall males are duller than breeding males but show the same 
basic pattern.” The yellow rump remains! Plus, their numbers peak 
later than other warblers. 
     Although its plumage changes somewhat, the Magnolia War-
bler retains many of its spring characteristics including its black 
and white undertail. The male Cape May Warbler loses its chest-
nut facial patch and much of its vivid yellow coloration but retains 
its yellowish rump and  streaked underparts (see photo below).  
     Admittedly, four autumn warblers are confusingly similar: Pine, 
Blackpoll, Bay-breasted, and Tennessee. Unlike the others, Ten-
nesse does not have flashy white wing bars. While Pine and Bay-
breasted have dark legs, the Blackpoll has a pale coloration on 
both the front and back of its legs. While Bay-breasted and Black-
poll have streaks on their backs, the Pine does not. So, be sure to 
look at each bird’s back, legs, and wing bars, or lack thereof. 
     As with ‘Spring Warblering,” one needs to consider which spe-
cies may be found in the area. Consider, also, the timing of the 
birds’ arrivals and departures, the frequency of their presence, 
their mannerisms, and the nature of their preferred habitats. 
     Our advice is to study the field guide between now and the be-
ginning of the migration. Then, get out and practice every day. 
With time and some effort, the mystery and apprehension associ-
ated with “Fall Warblering” will begin to fade away. 

 

Spring Tennessee Warblers (above left and center) have distinctly grayish 
heads, bright green backs, whitish bellies, and white supercilia (eyebrows). The 
fall Tennessee Warbler (above right) loses its gray head, and its flanks and belly 
transition to a yellowish color, although white undertail coverts are retained. 
Note that the similar Philadelphia Vireo has yellowish undertail coverts.     

Fall Blackpoll (above) and Bay-
breasted Warblers have stripes on 
their backs whereas Pine Warblers do 
not. Fall Bay-breasted often has a ves-
tige of the ruddy marks on its flanks.  

Photos by Bill Asteriades 

                     Photos by Bill Asteriades  

    Photo by Jamie Meyers 

The male Cape May Warbler (above right) loses its chestnut facial patch 
and much of its vivid yellow coloration in the fall but retains its streaked 
underparts and yellow ear patch. 

         “I love you just the way you are.” 
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 Hartford Summer Bird Count Summary 
                       June 12-13, 2021 
                                      By Jay Kaplan, Compiler 
 
     As we moved through spring, Connecticut began to loosen up 
its COVID 19 restrictions, and people began to once again travel 
and attend events in mid-June. As such, coverage of our area dur-
ing the Hartford Summer Bird Count was spotty in certain areas.  
Although the number of observers, at 54, and total party hours, at 
168, were below the record numbers of last year (65 observers 
and 198 party hours), they were still well ahead of participatory 
totals in 2019. Several long time participants, however, were un-
available this year and their absence surely impacted our results, 
especially with regard to species totals. 
     Total species came in at 104, a decrease of seven from 2020. It 
was no surprise that last year’s unprecedented Western Meadow-
lark, accepted by the Avian Records Committee as the first sighting 
of this species in Hartford County, was not seen this year. Addi-
tional species seen in 2020, but not in 2021, include Black Duck, 
Broad-winged Hawk, American Kestrel, American Woodcock, both 
Black-billed and Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Blue-headed Vireo, Worm-
eating and Yellow-rumped Warbler. Other species, not found last 
year, made an appearance on this year’s list, including a Black-
crowned Night Heron at Hartford’s sewage lagoon, a Red-headed 
Woodpecker in Wethersfield/Rocky Hill, and two Northern Parulas 
in East Hartford. Other birds of note included a Sharp-shinned 
Hawk in Glastonbury, and Brown Thrashers in both Glastonbury 
and Bloomfield. Glastonbury’s Purple Martin colony has now in-
creased to 7 birds. Mute Swan, unreported in 2020, appeared in 
three areas totaling 15 individual birds. 
     Other species came very close to being unreported this year.  
The marshes of South Glastonbury did not produce Virginia Rails, 
but a single individual, along with a Least Bittern, was found near 
Station 43, South Windsor. Other species producing but a single 
individual included Eastern Screech Owl in Windsor, and Winter 
Wren, Black-and-white and Black-throated Green Warbler in 
West Hartford. 

     Several species showed little or no 
change over last year. Cliff Swallows 
were reported from the same three 
towns and totaled 40 birds, the same 
number reported in 2020. Eastern 
Meadowlarks and Bobolinks were still 
present, but in fewer numbers than 
seen in the previous year. The four 
meadowlarks were found only at the 
former Hartford landfill site. Last year, 
there were eight. The bobolinks were 

reported in the same four areas, but 
there were 40 compared to last year’s 46. 
     In addition to lack of coverage, there are other concerns for the 
future of the Summer Bird Count. Potential loss of habitat due to 
development, and to the encroachment of invasive plant species in 
critical habitats remain concerns. 
     The University of Hartford remains off limits to public visitors, 
denying access to a productive area along the Park River on the 
Hartford/West Hartford line. 

     Bobolink   (File Photo) 

 
 
     We have been fortunate in terms of the weather on our Count 
weekend, but prolonged heat waves and torrential rains are al-
ways a concern leading up to Count Week.  
     This marks the 31st year for the Hartford SBC, providing informa-
tion on the status of breeding bird populations in the Hartford 
area. In this, the final breeding season of the Connecticut Breeding 
Bird Atlas project, the Summer Bird Count continued to add valu-
able data to this worthy effort.  As compiler, I thank the area cap-
tains and the 54 participants who donated their time to participate 
in the Count this year. Results of ours and the other Connecticut 
SBCs will be published in an upcoming edition of The Connecticut 
Warbler, quarterly journal of the Connecticut Ornithological Asso-
ciation. For more information on the atlasing project, go to 
www.ctbirdatlas.org  A full accounting of the species found on the 
Hartford Count is available by e-mailing me at jaybrd49@aol.com  

 

                2021 Award Winners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
     HAS congratulates this year’s award winners: Marcia Reno, 
Member of the Year; Fred Nowak, President’s Award recipient; 
and Jon Ward, Bird Finder of the Year award for trip leaders. 

Marcia Reno Fred Nowak Jon Ward 

                 Volunteer Needed 
 
     HAS needs a volunteer to pick up, sort, and dispatch mail from 
our West Hartford PO Box location. Most mail is membership re-
lated, and volume is becoming lighter due to the automation of 
online payments. Most pick-ups will be in the spring, and the USPS 
has a mobile app to make things easier. Won’t you please consider 
helping HAS with this position.    

                Monthly Meetings 
 
     After a long hiatus, Hartford Audubon Society looks forward to 
resuming our monthly member meetings in-person; beginning this 
September at St. James Episcopal Church in West Hartford. Please 
note, however, that our first three Wildlife Series programs will be 
held by Zoom.   
     We will continue to be flexible. If meeting changes or cancella-
tions are required, we will notify the membership by email.  
     By-the-way, non-members are welcome to join our activities. 
Email Annette Pasek at president@hartfordaudubon.org if a zoom 
link is required. 



 

4 

Hartford Audubon Crest 

 

                             Meet Your Officers and Board Members 

 
Sarah Faulkner, Past-President: Sarah is a Connecti-
cut native and an enthusiastic ecologist. She teaches 
8th grade science in East Granby, and she tells her 
students and their families that her goal is to turn 
out the next generation of environmentalists and 
bird lovers. Sarah has two grown children, and two 
indoor cats who are actually in charge. Sarah loves 

to travel, especially when she can see birds. She also enjoys hiking , 
gardening, reading, and kayaking, and she admits that she does 
way too much volunteering. 

 
Roberta Gowing, Board Member: There were 
many “firsts” that got Roberta interested in bird-
ing: her first pair of binoculars; her first walk at 
Hammonasset; and her first HAS meeting. She’s 
taken many birding trips to other states, the Carib-
bean Islands, and Hawaii. But her most beloved 
area is her backyard in South Windsor, where she 

gets to see and listen to birds every day. It brings her joy watching 
the nestlings fledge. She loves feeding them in the wintertime, and 
watching both the rarities and the regulars hang out with her.   
 

William “Bill” Grant, Board Member: Originally 
from Milford, CT, Bill has resided in Enfield for the 
past eleven years. His passion for birds and birding 
began in childhood, thanks to the influence of his 
parents, who were avid birders. Since moving to 
Enfield, Bill has sought to transform his home into a 
sanctuary for birds and other wildlife. In addition to 

birding, Bill enjoys hiking, backpacking, and kayaking. 
 

Connor Hogan, Board Member: Connor is a profes-
sional forester. Since 2017 he has served as the 
Director of the McLean Game Refuge where he 
manages over 4,400 acres of land and oversees all 
research, conservation, education and recreation 
that occurs thereon. While conducting species in-
ventories at the Game Refuge, Connor meet sev-

eral long-time HAS leaders who became mentors to him in his work 
with birds. Connor has enjoyed getting to know his fellow HAS 
birders, and learning from their vast knowledge of the region. Con-
nor lives in Simsbury with his wife Erica and his daughter Clara. 
 

Tom Robben, Board Member: Tom started bird 
watching on his 7th birthday when his beloved par-
ents gave him 6x30 binoculars and a 1947 edition 
of Peterson. He has been obsessed with the oceans 
and their birds for many decades, including his fa-
vorites: skuas, Buller’s Shearwaters, and Sabine’s 
Gulls. Tom created and ran the first Summer Bird 

Counts, beginning in 1972, at Captree, Long Island. Increasingly he 
is concerned about the large number of people who deny the seri-
ousness and risks of planetary change. 

 
Annette Pasek, President: Annette is a lifelong 
resident of Connecticut. She grew up in Harwin-
ton and attended Southern Connecticut State 
University where she met her husband and best 
friend, Bill. Annette and Bill have lived in Glaston-
bury for the past 30 years, the most recent as 
empty nesters, with daughter Amanda taking 

wing in Boise, and son Jameson to Boston. An Autumn 2010 HAS 
walk at Glastonbury Meadows introduced Annette to the world of 
birding, where curiosity led her to a passion in conservation. She 
obtained her Naturalist Certification from Connecticut Audubon 
Society.  
 

Blair Wlochowski, Vice President: Blair is married 
with five boys and lives in Bloomfield. He has been 
birding his whole life and has traveled all over the 
U.S. and Canada. He has also been to Panama. 
Blair is our sanctuary steward at Station 43. Hav-
ing joined HAS in March 2019, Blair is a former 
member of the HAS Board of Directors and is de-

lighted to now be the Vice President of Hartford Audubon Society. 
 
 

Helen Rubino, Secretary: A life-long birder, Helen 
grew up in Maryland and has lived for 26 years in 
West Hartford where she and her husband, Paul 
Turco, raised three boys. For the past eight years 
Helen has been Director of the town’s Leisure Ser-
vices and Social Services. Luckily, she oversees 
Westmoor Park, so she can sometimes bird while 

she “works.” Helen serves on the Board of the CT Parks Associa-
tion. From 2000 to 2020 she ran a community non-profit organi-
zation, Field of Dreams, which built or refurbished local soccer 
fields. Her favorite bird is the Carolina Wren. 
 

 
Donna Summers, Treasurer: Donna was intro-
duced to birding when her Mom taught her the 
song of the House Wrens in their back yard. 
Donna’s love of science and birding took off as 
she took ornithology courses, and she was 
awarded an NSF grant to study what colors 
would repel ducks from oil spills. While living 

down south, Donna was active in the Tennessee Ornithological 
Society and learned many bird songs while birding for their Breed-
ing Bird Atlas. She retired last fall from a busy law career as an 
Assistant Attorney General for the State of Connecticut. Her past 
experience in environmental law, and interest in pollinator gar-
dens has come in handy of late. She is excited to once again give 
back to her local birding community, and she looks forward to 
serving as Treasurer for HAS. 
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     March and April were almost carbon copies of each other. Both 
months featured temperatures that were a couple degrees above 
normal but with about 70% the usual amount of precipitation. 
Snowfall was negligible. The merry month of May was almost per-
fectly average in terms of temperature, but was quite rainy - a full 
two inches above normal. That balanced out the deficit from the 
previous two months, though the area in general still was some-
what on the dry side overall until some heavy late May storms. 
     As March proceeds and things thaw out some, birders are 
drawn to waterways in search of returning fowl. Station 43 in 
South Windsor was thus a popular destination in mid-March. High-
lights included as many as 3 Northern Shovelers, a drake Northern 
Pintail, and a couple of scaup of both species. Impressive were 
reports of 150 Ring-necked Ducks and “ridiculous” numbers of 
Wood Ducks, 200 by one estimate (DB, PD, MP et al.) The shovel-
ers, first noted on March 16, continued through at least March 25. 
     Irruptive species apart from Red-breasted Nuthatches were 
hard to find in our area during the period – where were all the 
Pine Siskins that moved south in autumn? In that light, a flock of 8 
Red Crossbills, which frequented the Hop Meadow Country Club in 
Simsbury from at least March 25 through April 11, was quite note-
worthy (ML). A modest push of Purple Finches occurred, as it often 
does, in mid-April. A dozen were at a Granby feeder on April 20 
(JW), while the best numbers of the season were noted from a 
Suffield feeder that had a couple all winter long (SJ). A Rough-
legged Hawk from Bradley Airport on the Suffield side was a nice 
find on March 6 (PD). 

     Spring census takers look particu-
larly forward to May songbirds, which 
were noted in generally modest num-
bers this season. The best in our area 
was a full plumaged Western Tanager 
at a private yard in Simsbury on May 5 
(fide JK). While that bird was not avail-
able for public viewing, many locals 
were able to enjoy a cooperative Ken-
tucky Warbler that was checking out 

West Hartford Reservoir 6 on May 27 (BT et al.) A Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher was passing through there the following day (BT/DL). A 
Hooded Warbler at Roaring Brook Nature Center in Canton on 
May 5 – 6 was unusual for the location (JM). An Olive-sided Fly-
catcher was a highlight of a well-attended bird walk there on May 
15 (JK). A Yellow-bellied Flycatcher made a brief but vocal showing 
at Roaring Brook five days later (JK). An Acadian Flycatcher was at 
Canton’s Meadow Road on May 16, notable in that it was detected 
away from typical woodland nesting habitat (JK). A female Golden-
winged Warbler on May 10 from Glastonbury was a super find, 
and sadly, super rare now in our area (BA). 
     Apart from warblers, other nice migrants kept birders on their 
toes during the period. Upland Sandpiper reportedly continues at 
Bradley Airport, in an inaccessible location, but is now very rarely 
found away from there. A single bird was well seen and photo-
graphed at Suffield Wildlife Area on April 27 (JW/DH). Too bad it 
didn’t stick around to try and nest, as might an Eastern Meadow-

                                                    Hartford Area Field Notes by Jamie Meyers 
                                                    March through May 2021 

 Western Tanager by Jamie Meyers 

lark that was present there on April 23 (PD). Grasshopper Sparrow 
nests at the WMA, but certainly not off Powder Mill Road in Can-
ton – an individual there on April 25 represented a first town re-

cord (JK). Vesper Sparrows were found at 
Vibert Road (2) in South Windsor on April 
24 (PD), Rosedale Farm in Simsbury on 
April 30 (DB), and in the now difficult-to- 
access Rocky Hill Meadows on May 10 
(PD). The final day in May produced a nice 
singing Clay-colored Sparrow at Roberts 
Field in Bristol (JC et al.)  That bird lingered 
through at least June 4. A Bonaparte’s Gull 
was a nice find at Nepaug Reservoir on 
April 9 (DL). 5 individuals of that same spe-

cies, in spiffy breeding plumage, were present at Nepaug early on 
May 4, a day noted as excellent for fallouts at various lakes to our 
north and west (JM, JK). An American Bittern in the Simsbury sec-
tion of McLean Game Refuge on May 13 was a nice discovery (CH). 

     By the end of the period, migration 
is mostly over, and the serious work of 
nesting has begun. Nobody expects 
breeding Dickcissel in New England, 
but at least one pair is giving it a go at 
Suffield Wildlife Area (m.ob.) These 
birds, first noted on May 28, may have 
been brought east by strong fronts 
immediately preceding. A scattering of 

midwestern type birds, such as that, showed in late May and early 
June. Common Ravens nested on a busy public works building in 
East Hartford this spring (TB). Away from its usual spot in South 
Windsor, is Least Bittern attempting to nest in the Glastonbury 
Meadows? A report from May 18 is intriguing (BA). Again this year, 
a pair of Blue-winged Teal lingered at that location through at least 
May 18. It’s possible they might have remained later but became 
harder to see in thick brush (BA). Sandhill Crane is not likely nest-
ing in the Hartford area, but a pair on May 13 were interesting 
nonetheless (MP). One of these years maybe! 
 
Observers/reporters: Bill Asteraides (BA), Tom Baptist (TB), Doug 
Beach (DB), Chris Chinni, Paul Desjardins (PD), Dave Haas (DH), 
Conor Hogan (CH), Sandi Jones (SJ), Jay Kaplan (JK), Mike LaBoss-
iere (ML), David Lawton (DL), Jamie Meyers (JM), Maggie Peretto 
(MP), Gillian Smits, Brian Toal (BT), John Weeks (JW) 
 
     Please send reports to Jamie Meyers, 4 Sexton Hollow Road, 
Canton, CT 06019 or e‑mail them to me at sunnyctred-
bird@gmail.com for June - August 2021 by September 10, 2021.  
While I review some statewide rare bird reports to augment these 
notes, the best way to ensure your sightings are recorded and at-
tributed correctly are to send them directly to me.  I do not comb 
through eBird. 

 Vesper Sparrow by Doug Beach 

        Dickcissel by Jamie Meyers  
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                                 In Remembrance 
                                             Gil Kleiner 
 
     The Hartford Audubon Society lost a long-time member, friend, 
and a past president (1977-1979) when Gilbert N. “Gil” Kleiner 
passed away on May 24 at the age of 92. Gil, and his wife, Betty, 
both served terms as president of HAS, and both continued to 

serve our organization long after their 
terms ended. Gil produced the HAS Pro-
gram Handbook for many years, was a long-
time steward of the Lewis Farm Sanctuary 
in Suffield, and served, for decades, as an 
area captain for our Christmas and Summer 
Bird Counts. If you’ve heard the term, “He’d 
give you the shirt off his back,” that aptly 
described Gil Kleiner. He was a terrific per-
son who was always willing to help out 
where needed. In addition to his work with 
Hartford Audubon, Gil was a long time 

member of the Simsbury Camera Club, where he won numerous 
awards. He will be greatly missed. We are dedicating this year’s 
2021 Summer and Christmas Bird Counts to his memory.     

                                        

                                      Places to Explore: 
             West Hartford Reservoirs 
                                            By Helen Rubino 
 
     The Metropolitan District Commission (MDC) maintains a series 
of reservoirs mostly in West Hartford. The water supply catchment 
area and treatment facilities, commonly called West Hartford Res-
ervoirs, provide paved and unpaved walking, biking and hiking 
trails, and support habitat for a wide variety of birds. But where to 
start? Navigating the five small reservoirs and nearly 3,000 acres of 
forests may be daunting for first time visitors. Before you visit, 
check out the site map at www.themdc.org/reservoirs/. Below 
Route 44 (Albany Avenue), a paved, circular access road connects 
the West Hartford Reservoirs. 
     We’ll begin with two excellent spots: the northeast side of Res-
ervoir 1 and the east and north side of Reservoir 2. The entrance 
to both areas is located at 1420 Farmington Avenue. Parking is 
available. The reservoirs open daily at sunrise and close daily at 
sunset. 
     Visible from Farmington Avenue, Reservoir 1 immediately yields 
water birds, including cormorants, mergansers, Mallards and ubiq-
uitous Canada Geese. If you skirt the north side of the pond, you’ll 

find a verdant, mowed peninsula, flanked by 
trees, that juts into the lake. This spot hosts 
numerous spring warblers, orioles and wrens, 
and offers views of the water. As you keep 
traveling around the pond, note Rough-winged 
Swallows and Eastern Kingbirds, and listen for 
cuckoos. Continue northeast and you’ll soon 
arrive at a small bridge over a stream. To the 
east, there are two paths, on either side of the 

stream, that lead to some open glens. Highlights of this area in-
clude Louisiana Waterthrushes and numerous warblers. This area 
is off the beaten (paved) path, but the birds are outstanding. All 
the while, keep your eyes peeled for eagles and Osprey. 
     Reservoir 2 is the northern-most pond below Route 44. Follow 
the Red loop access road to Reservoir 2, then branch off to follow 
the paved trail on the eastern side for easy access to excellent 

birding: vireos, warblers, and flycatchers. 
Wooded trails and fire lanes through mature 
forests of evergreen and deciduous trees yield 
more sights and sounds. Brilliant Scarlet Tana-
gers, Wood Thrushes, and Ovenbirds abound. 
Pileated Woodpeckers thrive here. If you follow 
the Northwest Road, near the northern tip of the 
reservoir, an open area beneath the power lines 
provides habitat for the Prairie Warbler and In-

digo Buntings. A special find this spring was an adorable Winter 
Wren which sang for us on three visits. If you have time, explore 
the Talcott Reservoir Flood Control Dyke north of Reservoir 2. 
     The West Hartford Reservoirs provide well-maintained paths, 
views of freshwater ponds, and trees of various species, sizes and 
age classes. Patch cuts and occasional mowing of some open ar-
eas, preserve field habitat. The varied terrain makes the whole 
area a great destination for birding. It feels remote, but it is acces-
sible. 

                     West Hartford Reservoirs 

            Tobacco Valley Update 
      
     Hartford Audubon Society owns a fourth nature preserve, one 
that you may never have visited. Tobacco Valley is a 20-acre pre-
serve, located on Kennedy Road and Canterbury Lane in Windsor, 
and is primarily a large wetland without any trails. It has valuable 
edge habitat for many bird species, but they are hard to see due to 
the shape of the property. In April the new owners of an adjoining 
parcel cleared over an acre of our wetland grasses to expand their 
yard. Since then, HAS has been working with the Windsor Inland 
Wetlands Agency and the abutters to design a restoration plan. It is 
complicated, but we are optimistic that the edge habitat and 
marsh will be properly restored.   

Photo by Bruce Taterka 

 Photo by Richard Evon 
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                                                          Trip Reports 
     Woodcocks at Nod Brook WMA, Simsbury  
                                  By Brian Toal 
 
       On March 20, 2021 pleasant weather greeted 14 birders at the 
north end of Nod Brook WMA at 7pm, just before sunset. Within 
15 minutes in the wet field the first “beent” sounds were heard 
from the nearby bushes. Soon thereafter we heard and saw a 
number of displaying American Woodcocks giving their nonverbal 
display sounds as the rose and dove all around us. One bird flew 
right down the path and over our heads! It was hard to estimate 
the exact number, but Jon Ward, with his good ears, estimated 
over 10 individuals. This is a great and easily accessible site to find 
these interesting birds, for those who want to try on their own. 
The height of display usually occurs 15 minutes after sunset. 

 Sachuest Point & Trustom Pond, Rhode Island 
                                        By Paul Desjardins 
 
     On Saturday, March 27, 2021, eighteen people gathered under 
a beautiful sunny sky for my annual Rhode Island trip at Sachuest 
Point N.W.R. We started out along the trail at the ocean’s edge, 
quickly spotting several waterfowl species such as Bufflehead, 
Common Goldeneye, Common Eider, and Black Scoter, as well as 
several Horned Grebes and a Red-throated Loon. We soon en-
countered a local birder who informed us that there were only a 
couple of Harlequin Ducks present. Boy was she wrong! As we 
rounded the bend we spotted probably 30 or more, all close in and 
affording excellent views! Also seen on the off shore rocks were a 
number of Great Cormorants. 
     Our next stop took us to Trustom Pond where we always add 
songbirds and more duck species to the list. Here we observed 
common birds such as Black-capped Chickadees, Tufted Titmice, 
and White-breasted Nuthatches, which we see every year. But a 
male Eastern Towhee was a nice addition. Heard but not seen was 
an Eastern Phoebe, which was near the bird feeders and the park-
ing lot. As we ventured along the trail near the open field we saw 
the first Tree Swallows of the day. Upon arriving at the pond we 
added additional ducks such as Greater and Lesser Scaup, Com-
mon Mergansers and Ruddy Ducks. One birder spotted a far off 
Northern Gannet, and there was also a pair of Ospreys. 
     Our last stop was at Ninigret Park where we hoped to see the 
long staying Lesser Black Backed Gull. Unfortunately it could not be 
found. Here a Killdeer was seen for our only shorebird of the trip. 
We ended with 52 species, which is somewhat lower than I had 
anticipated. But regardless, it was a fun trip. 

               Greenstone Hollow, East Granby 
                                  By Chris Fisher 
 
     On April 17, 2021 twenty-one participants walked 1.5 miles, 
covering most of the trails on the preserve. The temperature 
started at 43 degrees and ended at about 46 degrees. The wind 
was calm. We found 30 species, including Wood Duck, Killdeer, 
Fish Crow, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, and Field Sparrow. 

         Great Pond, Glastonbury 
              By Annette Pasek 
 
     On April 28, 2021 eight of us gathered on a lovely spring morn-
ing that was not so birdy. The weather was sunny and pleasant, 
with no breeze to speak of. We totaled 25 species, which included 
warblers, sparrows, a towhee, and more, the best being a Brown 
Thrasher singing his heart out within the treetops at the meadow’s 
edge. Waterfowl, unfortunately, were non-existent.        

 

                       Quarry Park, Rocky Hill 
                                               By Larry Lunden 
 
     A sunny but windy day greeted three of us on our May 1, 2021 
walk. There was a noticeable chill in the air due to an unusual cold 
snap. The upper level of the park had the usual birds. The wooded 
section rewarded us with one warbler, an American Redstart. 
Both Dark-eyed Juncos and White-throated Sparrows were still 
present. One Gray Catbird sang on the lower level but did not 
come into view. We saw no flyovers or any of the common aerial 
species, probably because of the wind. Overall we had 17 species. 

      Roaring Brook Nature Center, Canton 
                                            By Jay Kaplan 
 
     Four members and friends of the Hartford Audubon Society met 
me in the Roaring Brook Nature Center parking lot on Sunday, May 
2, 2021 at the bright and early hour of 6:30 am. The 2.5 hour itin-
erary included a leisurely walk along the Nature Center trails, and 
those on the adjacent Werner’s Woods, a state-owned property 
for which the Nature Center serves as steward. It was immediately 
apparent that the morning would be an improvement over the 
previous day, as a Scarlet Tanager and Veery were heard from the 
parking lot for the first time this year. The strong northwest wind 
that had begun Friday night and carried through much of Saturday 
had abated, allowing for an influx of spring migrants the night prior 
to our walk. A flowering crabapple adjacent to the Nature Center 
building provided a good site for warblers with Yellow-rumped 
and Northern Parula feeding in the blossoms. The fields around 
the old barn were especially productive with three singing Balti-
more Orioles, Eastern Towhees and Gray Catbirds easy to see. The 
wind, having shifted to the south, was ideal for migrants, and look-
ing up offered views of migrating Double-crested Cormorants, as 
well as Common Merganser and Canada Goose going somewhere. 
The fields also served up Tree and Barn Swallows, Eastern Blue-
bird, and a couple of brief looks at a Cooper’s Hawk; a Pileated 
Woodpecker flying across the field was an added bonus. We 
headed back into the woods in search of both migrants and resi-
dent songbirds. One bird of note that seemed very interested in a 
particular hemlock tree was a female Red-breasted Nuthatch, and 
 
                                                                          -continued next page- 
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                       Fisher Meadows, Avon 
                                   By Brian Toal 
 
     Fifteen birders joined us on May 22, 2021 for our annual walk 
around Fisher Meadows Recreation Area in Avon. We heard 
mostly resident species singing behind thick foliage, so it was a 
good lesson in learning the common bird songs. A highlight was 
the 7 Blackpoll Warblers that those with good ears were able to 
hear. Resident species found included: Blue- winged Warbler, 
Warbling Vireo, American Redstart, Great-crested Flycatcher, 
Willow Flycatcher, and Yellow Warbler. A Bald Eagle gave us 
some excitement as it flew down the Farmington River. Near the 
end of the walk, we heard what seemed to be a Yellow- billed 
Cuckoo. Some of the group stayed behind to try to get a better 
look at the cuckoo. The Brown Thrasher and Orchard Oriole that 
have been found in past years were not located. 46 species were 
seen or heard overall. 

              Greenstone Hollow, East Granby 
                                     By Larry Lunden  
  
     Six of us gathered on May 15, 2021 for the Greenstone trip, 
including a couple from Puerto Rico who wanted to see what their 
birds were doing during the summer. The day was clear and sunny, 
and especially good for warblers. Common Yellowthroats  were 
abundant, with 12 of them scattered over the preserve. Yellow 
and Blue-winged Warblers were well represented with five each. 
Black-and-white, and American Redstarts (called Candelita in 
Spanish), were also seen. The highlight was a Canada Warbler, 
which was a new species for the preserve. In various places we 
found nine Wood Thrush singing. We  also had good looks at a 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak in a tree.  We saw a Ruby-throated Hum-
mingbird and eventually found just one American Robin. I don’t 
know where the others were. We had a total of 24 species. 

                                                                  Trip Reports (continued) 

         Roaring Brook Nature Center (continued) 
 
we wondered if there might be a nest nearby. Red-breasted Nut-
hatch is not a common breeder in these woods, but following an 
irruption of these birds last winter, it is more likely that some will 
remain to nest. Perhaps the most interesting sighting was a pair of 
Purple Finches feeding on catkins high in a black birch tree. Purple 
Finch is now an uncommon breeder in our area. The calls and 
songs of Winter Wren, Wood Thrush, Blue-headed Vireo, and sev-
eral warblers including the uncommon Worm-eating Warbler, 
serenaded us as we headed back to the Nature Center. We ended 
our trip with a Barred Owl calling from the woods near the build-
ing, and a Ruby-throated Hummingbird zooming over our heads 
while we compiled our lists. The total for the morning was 53 spe-
cies, including 9 warblers. 
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Lewis Farm Sanctuary, Suffield 
By Abby Wolcott  

 
     On a damp spring morning on May 5, 2021, 13 local birders met 
at Lewis Farm to explore the trails and look for birds. Eastern Blue-
birds greeted us in the parking area before we ventured down the 
hill looking for warblers and other passerines. We meandered 
around a small pond nestled in the verdant woods before heading 
to a pine grove where we were dwarfed by the towering ever-
greens. The group continued on, admiring the wildflowers near the 
path, including Jack in the Pulpits, Trillium and Dutchman’s 
Breeches. Along the way we were accompanied by White-
breasted Nuthatches and White-throated Sparrows with their 
striking white cravats. A Rose-breasted Grosbeak serenaded us, 
encouraging the group to move deeper into the sanctuary. We 
craned our necks to look at the treetops and were rewarded with 
Cedar Waxwings and Yellow-rumped Warblers, as Black-and-
white Warblers scrambled up and down a nearby tree trunk. 
Those with an ear for bird songs identified a Northern Parula and a 
Pine Warbler. We lingered by the rushing brook, watching two 
Great Blue Herons fly over in their prehistoric fashion. Our next 
stop was a pair of vernal pools where an Ovenbird called. He fi-
nally showed himself, briefly, by flitting to a lower branch before 
taking cover deeper in the woods. Always a treat, we heard the 
Pileated Woodpeckers conversing before one rose up from the 
lowest branch of a tree, thrilling us with his undulating flight. We 
finished our walk by trudging up the hill as Gray Catbirds sere-
naded us with their repertoire. Our fellowship in the woods this 
morning proved that some unsettled weather could not dampen 
the spirits of birders and their ever present quest. 

                       Tanager Hill, Simsbury 
                                              By John Weeks 
 
     On May 6, 2021 HAS held its annual spring bird walk at Tanager 
Hill. 47 species were observed, highlighted by two Hooded War-
blers and a Common Loon that flew over just before the start of 
the walk. Full eBird list is at https://ebird.org/checklist/S87276514. 

          SUBMIT YOUR TRIP REPORTS 
                  Please email your reports to 
                    Sandi Jones @frogcop@cox.net 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS! 
       SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED 30 DAYS BEFORE EACH 
    ISSUE DATE WILL BE INCLUDED AS SPACE ALLOWS. 
 
     Send newsletter submissions for the Fall issue by 
        October 1, 2021 to beachgolfdesign@att.net 
 
                                  Doug Beach, editor 

                      Important Notice 
     Please continue to check the HAS website for the status of all 
upcoming meetings, field trips, and other club activities. 


