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         Welcome New Members 

     Just singing in the rain, we’re singing in the 
rain, what a glorious feeling, we’re hap-hap-
happy again! Well was it or was it not a wet 
one? ’Twas THIS past summer, and guess who 
loved it? Those Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks 
at Rocky Hill meadows! If you haven’t already 

heard, their presence was a Hartford County record; first seen and 
recorded by member Jamie Meyers on August 28. To see the 
ducks, one needed to take a long walk to reach the sod fields. 
Most birders were able to get water views due to major puddling. 
At times the ducks were perched in bare trees; five in all! Quite a 
sight to see! Dozens of birders followed up on the sighting. There 
is hubbub that this species will eventually take to our Nutmegger’s 
nature and establish a breeding population here. Don’t hold your 
breath, however, unless you are under water!  
     On to our current season. I do hope you are participating in our 
HAS fall programs and enjoying the changes to CT’s Autumn foli-
age. Along with our monthly meetings we have the Wildlife Series, 
October’s Kestrel Box Project and November’s NY Audubon Mural 
Project. All are virtual and not to be missed. These are evening 
Zoom programs that you can enjoy from your own home, though I 
really do hope that we can soon be in each other’s company again. 
I prefer the half hour, in-person “social” prior to attending HAS’ 
monthly meeting, as opposed to quick Zoom hellos. I have  spoken 
with members that are not able to attend via Zoom. There is much 
conversation about having hybrid meetings, and HAS will keep you 
posted if or when this option occurs. Meanwhile, looking forward 
to our outdoor activities, so please join me on our many upcoming 
HAS walks and trips. If you have the time, there are still many 
Hawk Watches throughout the state that one can join. Participat-
ing in these is a great way to hone one’s birding skills. Our Hartford 
County Hawk Watches run by Paul Carrier at Booth Hill in West 
Hartland, have passed for the season. However, there are many 
other watches throughout the state: New Haven’s Lighthouse 
Point, Litchfield’s White Memorial, Greenwich’s Quaker Ridge, etc. 
Our HAS Facebook page is a good place for us to keep one another 
informed of rarities and other sightings. Finally, the following is 
wildly worth noting: our longtime HAS member, Paul Desjardins, 
recorded his 7000th birding trip at one of the West Hartland 
watches on September 18! Amazing! Looking forward to catching 
up again on our next Crest publication. I won’t say the season, for 
it feels like I’m rushing time if I do! 
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                             Congratulations to HAS’                                  
                       Jamie Meyers 
                   On August 28 Jamie found  

         Five Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks 
                        At Rocky Hill Meadows   
                  First Hartford County Record 
                   Third State of Connecticut Record  

   Photo by Bill Asteriades 

                    Congratulations, Annette! 
 
     Annette Pasek is having a memorable 2021 as well! In addition 
to ascending to the Presidency, Annette scored a double play this 
year by finding a Long-tailed Duck and a Lark Sparrow, both in 
Hartford County! 
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          Becoming a Better Birder 
               By Jay Kaplan, Jamie Meyers, and Doug Beach 
 
     Fall is here, and it’s a wonderful time of year to observe migrating wa-
terfowl in Hartford County! 
     One of the more challenging aspects of birding is correctly identifying 
female ducks. The tendency, for many, is to call out the males in the flock, 
and assume that the females are of the same species. However, this is not 
a good strategy for two reasons: 1) there may not be any males in the 
vicinity; and 2) there may be a single female of a different species, hidden 
among the Ring-necked, Scaup, or other ducks. 
 
                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The photo, above, provides a good example. Superficially, the three 
birds look similar. Take a close look, however, at the colors of their eyes. 
The Greater Scaup (left and right) have pale irises, whereas the Redhead 
(center) has a dark iris surrounded by a pale eye ring.  

     The photo to the left shows a 
female Ring-necked Duck. Although 
very similar to the Redhead, the 
Ring-necked averages two inches 
shorter. The Ring-neck’s head is usu-
ally grayish in color, whereas the 
Redhead’s head and body have a 
slightly buffier coloration. Also, the 
shape of the Ring-neck’s head is typi-
cally “peaked,” whereas the Red-
head’s is more rounded. 
 
     Admittedly, identifying female 
ducks can be difficult, but here are 
some ways to make it easier: 
 
     1. PAY ATTENTION TO THE SIZE 
OF THE BIRD’S BILL. If the bill  looks 
unusually long, you may be looking 
at a Northern Shoveler. Canvasback 
is another possibility, although this   
species is rare away from the coast.                                                    

 
2. NOTICE THE COLORATION OF THE 

BILL. A female Northern Shoveler has a grayish upper mandible with a 
prominent orange coloration along its edge. Canvasbacks have darkish 
colored bills.  Regardless of what the species may be, always pay attention 
to the color of the duck’s bill. Check their feet  and legs as well. 

   Female Greater Scaup with a female Redhead in the  center 
                                                Photo by Chris Fisher 

         Female Northern Shoveler 
                   Photo by Chris Fisher 

Photo by Chris Fisher Photo by David Lawton 

 
 
 
 
3. WATCH FOR HOW THE BIRD FEEDS. Some ducks feed along the water’s 
surface (dabblers), while others swim beneath (divers). Mallards, Ameri-
can Black Ducks, Wood Ducks, Gadwall, Blue and Green-winged Teal, 
American Wigeon, Northern Pintail, and Northern Shoveler are dabblers. 
Canvasback, Redhead, Ruddy, Greater and Lesser Scaup, Ring-necked, and 
all three mergansers are divers. 
 
4. LOOK FOR A SPECULUM. Some species of ducks have a vividly colored 
patch on their secondary wing feathers. This can be a valuable tool for 
making an identification. A flashy white speculum, for example, is indica-
tive of a Gadwall. A violet colored speculum, bordered in black, helps dis-
tinguish a female American Black Duck  from a Mallard. Keep in mind, 
however, that not all species have a speculum; also that it may or may not 
be visible, as shown in the photographs of the Green-winged Teal, below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. USE OTHER DUCKS FOR SCALE IF THE OPPORTUNITY ARISES. If other 
birds are in close proximity and their identity is known, their size can be 
used as a reference. Notice the difference between the female Northern 
Pintail and the male Blue-winged Teal in the photograph below. The gray-
ish color of the pintail’s bill also provides a valuable clue as to her identity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 6. THE DEVIL IS IN THE DETAILS. As you can see, subtle differences in the 
coloration of the body and bill, the shape of the bird’s head, and the size 
of the bird relative to others all matter. Sometimes it is impossible to 
make a proper identification, especially if  the bird is far away or if ambient 
light conditions are not conducive to good viewing. The chances improve, 
however, if the observer knows what to look for. Study these birds in ad-
vance, learn their field marks, and practice.     
 
7. IF YOU HAVE A CAMERA, TAKE MANY PHOTOGRAPHS, AND DO NOT 
DELETE THEM UNTIL THEY HAVE BEEN THOROUGHLY EXAMINED. One 
photograph may make the difference in making a proper identification. 
 
 
  Greater Scaup (right)  
    Photo by Ben Skaught 
 
    N. Pintail (far right) 
 Photo by Maggie Peretto 

Female Northern Pintail and male Blue-winged Teal 
                                      Photo by Bill Asteriades 

       Female Ring-necked Duck 
              Photo by Chris Fisher 

Female Canvasback 
Photo by Bill Asteriades 
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                                 In Remembrance 
                          Patsy Mason 
 
     Patsy J. Mason, a former President of Hartford Audubon Soci-
ety, died on September 3, 2021 at the age of 83. A resident of 
Farmington, Patsy lived on the Farmington River where she en-
joyed many hours of birding from her deck overlooking the river. 

     Patsy was raised by her late parents, Ed 
and Mina Mason, at Massachusetts Audu-
bon’s Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary in North-
ampton, where her father was founding 
director. There, Patsy and her sister, Sylvia, 
formed the foundations for the rest of their 
lives. 
     Patsy dedicated her life to serving others 
as a nurse and as an educator. She served 
in the Peace Corps, in the early 1960s, at a 

children’s ward in the former East African state of Tanganyika 
(now Tanzania). She devoted the remainder of her life to being a 
traveling geriatric nurse for the Veterans Administration in New-
ington, Conn. 
     A thirty-five year member of Hartford Audubon Society, Patsy 
became Publicity Chairperson and a Field Trip Committee member 
almost immediately after joining our organization. She became a 
Board Member in 1989, Vice President in 1993, and President in 
1995. Patsy remained active following her presidency, participat-
ing in Christmas Bird Counts, and attending field trips. She, along 
with Joyce Marshall and Jay Kaplan, participated in a memorable 
field trip to the Rio Grande Valley, where she enjoyed not only the 
birding, but also the dining experiences to be had in South Texas 
and along the Texas Gulf Coast. 
     Patsy’s family asks that we carry her spirit and love forward 
each and every day. 

                      HAS Needs Your Help! 
 
 Big January Coordinator: Is January anyone’s favorite month? 

If not, our annual Big January competition may change peo-
ple’s minds! HAS seeks someone to lead Big January promo-
tions, update sightings, and collect the results. 

 Zoom Meeting Coordinator: Manage laptop and other tech-
nology for smooth operation of our hybrid meetings. This vol-
unteer position will be in effect during  in-person meetings. 

 Club Vice President: This position continues to be vacant. 

  Many Thanks to our Newest Volunteers 
 
 Lisa Lukawicz: Mini-grant administrator: oversees marketing, 

collecting applications and distributing them to the board; 
receives follow-up reports from recipients 

 Wendy and Roy Parsons: Stewards for Tobacco Valley 
 Kelley Scott: Membership Chair 
 Phyllis Winer: Mail pickup, sorting, and dispatching 

           Sanctuary Stewards’ Liaison  
 
     HAS Board Member Connor Hogan is now serving as the liaison 
between our sanctuary stewards and the board. He can be reached 
by email at connorhogan@hartfordaudubon.org. 

  Another Milestone for Paul Desjardins! 
 
     Congratulations to HAS member Paul Desjardins for recently 
completing his 7000th birding field trip. His first recorded outing 
was on February 21, 1959, when he visited Old Saybrook for the 
very first time. Since then Paul has amassed a North American list 
of 732 species, with 387 in Connecticut. He is credited with finding 
the first Ross’s Goose in Hartford County, and the first Townsend’s 
Warbler in the State of Connecticut.   

 It’s Now Official; Meadowood Preserved 
                           By Sarah Faulkner 
 
     We are delighted to announce that the 285-acre Meadowood 
Property has been purchased by the Town of Simsbury. Several 
HAS members wrote letters and/or testified to push Simsbury to 

fund and approve the purchase, 
which was organized through the 
Trust For Public Land. The pur-
chase closed during the week of 
October 4.    
     Meadowood is a huge “win” 
for conservation. The property 
creates a large, contiguous corri-

dor of open space that connects 
Great Pond State Forest with the McLean Game Refuge. The prop-
erty will be used for passive recreation, historical education, farm-
ing, active recreation, and natural open space.  
     HAS hopes to assist the Town of Simsbury in identifying and 
designating permanently reserved natural areas that are particu-
larly important bird habitats. If you have any interest in helping 
with this effort, please contact Annette Pasek or Doug Beach.    

            Photo by Doug Beach 

                       There’s a Scaup in the Room      
 
     On page two we talked about some of the 
differences among female Ring-necked, Red-
head, and scaup. But what about Greater and 
Lesser Scaup. This can be a real dilemma 
unless the two species are sitting side by side. 
In that case, the Greater averages 1.5 inches 
larger. Notice, in the photographs to the left, 
the different head shapes. Greater (above) is 
more rounded, whereas Lesser, as desribed 
by David Sibley, has a “more obvious corner 
at the rear of its head.” Better yet, hope that 
some males are in the vicinity; Greater with 
its greenish head, and Lesser with its purplish 
head (if the ambient light happens to be per-
fect). Otherwise, take lots of photographs!                           Photo by Sam Fried 

Photo by Barry Marsh 
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                                                    Hartford Area Field Notes by Jamie Meyers 
                                                    June through August 2021 

     From a weather perspective, the big story during the summer 
was definitely the rain. July was the third wettest on record, with 
a drenching 10.15 inches of rain filling and overfilling our water-
ways. More than twice the average amount of rain fell in August 
as well, thanks in no small part to a couple of tropical storms that 
dealt nearly direct blows to southern New England. This occurred 
after a June which saw well above average heat and about 70% of 
average precipitation. Perhaps the soggy weather – and atten-
dant mosquitoes - accounted for a relative dearth of reports dur-
ing mid-summer. 
     In the aftermath of heavy rains, seasoned birders are well ad-
vised to check local lakes and ponds or farm fields. Rocky Hill 
Meadows, while more difficult to access now due to access re-

strictions, produced quite nicely near 
the end of the period. The main attrac-
tion was a flock of 5 Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks first detected there 
on August 28 (JM, m.ob.) These birds, 
which represented a first county and 
third state record, flew off that morn-
ing but were relocated the following 
morning and remained through Sep-
tember 10. The Meadows produced 
other goodies around that time as 

well. 2 Stilt Sandpipers were mixed in with a flock of several 
dozen yellowlegs on August 24 (JM, BA). As many as 2 Baird’s 
Sandpipers were present on August 29 (PD), moving around from 

large rain pool to large rain pool. 2 
Buff-breasted Sandpipers graced the 
grounds on the morning of August 30 
but didn’t remain as long (DL). Away 
from Rocky Hill, a single Baird’s Sand-
piper on a fairly small mudflat at Nod 
Brook WMA in Avon on August 17 was 

a good find (BT). 
     Proving that there is certainly more 

out there than members of the birding community kick up, a 
photo of a young American White Pelican from Batterson Park in 
Farmington turned up on a Facebook page that was stumbled 
across by a local birder (fide LL). This bird was apparently present 
for a couple days starting about August 21, but it was not located 
once its presence was made more widely known. Perhaps the 
same bird was found along the coast at Branford shortly thereaf-
ter. One wonders what else we may have missed! 
     Roberts Field in Bristol was not to be missed during the month 
of June. The singing Clay-colored Sparrow mentioned, last time, 
continued through June 4, presumably having failed in his at-
tempt to find a mate. Birders once again converged on that park 
when the same finder discovered a singing Yellow-breasted Chat 
on June 11 (JC et al.) In typical chat style, the bird was elusive and 
disappointed some observers, especially when not singing, which 
it seemed to do at random. Much easier to find were the continu-
ing nesting Dickcissels from Suffield WMA in Suffield, which per-
sisted through at least early August (m.ob). As many as five indi-

 Black-bellied Whistling-Duck     
        Photo by Bill Asteriades 

              Baird’s Sandpiper 
           Photo by Bill Asteriades 

viduals may have been present, and at least two pair, across a 
fairly wide area extending across the state line into Massachusetts.  
While I’m not aware of any confirmed nesting or fledged young, 
one hopes they were in fact successful. Similar attempts were 
noted from Westchester County, NY and one location in northern 
Vermont, all unusually far east for this handsome midwestern 
finch. More expected, but noteworthy all the same, the Least Bit-
terns of Station 43 in South Windsor were back for another go, 
with two reported on June 13 (PD). Eastern Meadowlarks are now 
scarce in our area, so it was nice to note that several pair were 
found on the Summer Bird Count on June 13 high atop the Hart-
ford Landfill (JK). Not sure what was on the mind of an immature 
Black-crowned Night-Heron slumming around at the retention 
pond near Riverside Park in Hartford on June 13 (MP). 
     The first signs of southbound migration mean that birding is 
picking back up, but they also mean that summer is drawing to an 
end. As early as July 28, Rocky Hill Meadows was already being 
visited by the likes of several species of common northern-nesting 
shorebirds; also a Purple Martin; and best of all, a calling Upland 
Sandpiper (PD). On July 21, a Blue-winged Warbler was found at 
small Spring Park in Windsor Locks, away from any known breed-
ing location (PD). A Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, not often found in 
our area, was at Stony Brook Conservation Area in Suffield on Au-
gust 16; another at the Water Works park in Windsor on August 30 
(PD). A good count of about 100 Common Nighthawks in Simsbury 
on August 20 was the best count that I saw (JW). As many as 4 
Blue-winged Teals were fairly regular in the same spot as the whis-
tling-ducks at Rocky Hill Meadows from at least August 28 on (JK et 
al). More waterfowl next edition! 
 
Observers/reporters:  Bill Asteraides (BA), John Correia (JC), Paul 
Desjardins (PD), Jay Kaplan (JK), David Lawton (DL), Lisa Lukawicz 
(LL), Jamie Meyers (JM), Maggie Peretto (MP), Brian Toal (BT), John 
Weeks (JW) 
 
Please send reports to Jamie Meyers, 4 Sexton Hollow Road, Can-
ton, CT 06019 or e‑mail them to me at sunnyctredbird@gmail.com 
for September - November 2021 by December 10, 2021.  While I 
review some statewide rare bird reports to augment these notes, 
the best way to ensure your sightings are recorded and attributed 
correctly are to send them directly to me.  I do not comb through 
eBird! 
 
 
 

                          Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks 
                                      Photo by Bill Asteriades 
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     To Nuthatches and Friends from Long Ago  
                                          By Abby Wolcott 
 
     Around this time of year, my face is pressed to the window by 
our bird feeder, watching the nuthatches scrabble up and down 
the tree trunk. The White-breasted Nuthatch is a common visitor in 
these parts. I remember seeing him as a child, and, less often, the 
smaller Red-breasted Nuthatch, with his cool eye stripe and buff 
colored breast.  
     My mom hung a log sheet on our ice box, as dad called it. There 
we kept track of the birds that we saw at our feeder. Some years 
we were lucky enough to add Evening Grosbeaks and crossbills to 
our list.  
     If something unusual stopped by our feeder, we’d put away our 
Lincoln logs and Creepy Crawler set, and relish being in the bird’s 
presence. The Red-breasted Nuthatch was one of those visitors, 

and I decided to share his sighting with the 
elderly Smith sisters, who lived down the 
street. The Smith sisters had the patience 
of saints and clearly came from the right 
stock. Their dad was a missionary and a 
naturalist. Suffield’s town forest, The Jesse 
Fowler Smith Memorial Forest, bears his 
name. 
     The sisters, in their cardigan sweaters 
and calico blouses, welcomed me with 
open arms. We talked about birds, and, 
together, we thumbed through the pages 

of their Roger Tory Peterson field guide. We paused at the nut-
hatch page, and the sisters pointed out the strong bill and stubby 
tail, the black eye stripe, and the white eyebrow of our little visitor.  
     After I added my fingerprints to most of their windows, 
smudged the eye pieces on their binoculars, and ate all of their 
graham crackers, I set off for home. Over the next few weeks I cre-
ated my own bird book of colorful drawings, predominantly of Red 
and White-breasted Nuthatches, and facts that I had gleaned from 
my many visits with the Smith sisters. They were my first birding 
friends, and despite the gap in our ages, they laid the foundation 
for a lifetime of birding for this little girl. 
     Fast forward multiple decades, and my bird sightings at the 
feeder are still important to me. To this day, I record any unusual 
visitors and share them with my birding friends. The Smith sisters 
are no longer around the corner, but they are very much with me 
as I study the action at my feeder. I can always count on the White-
breasted Nuthatch to make an appearance, with his small body 
and big personality. He’s very entertaining with his multiple trips 
around the tree trunk; up and down, backwards and forwards. He 
prefers the road less traveled, especially if it involves lapping the 
circumference of the tree several times. And, according to my 
reading, he is clever enough to store seeds for later consumption. 
He does this by jamming nuts and seeds under pieces of bark. 
Stockpiling food is right up my alley, too, as evidenced by my over-
flowing pantry. I dismiss it as channeling my inner nuthatch. 
     Whenever I see him,  or his cousin, the Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
I’m reminded of my days with some pretty special people; two eld-
erly sisters who happened to love birds.    

 

   Books to Make You Smile, Chuckle, or Guffaw 
                             By Zellene Sandler 
 
     Some of us take our birding very seriously, but after last year, I 
feel that a little levity is in order. If you happen to be in a bit of a 
funk, I hope that these two books will improve your mood consid-
erably. 
 
     “Why Don’t Woodpeckers Get Headaches? And Other Bird 
Questions You Want to Ask” by Mike O’Connor, is a compendium 
of questions asked by the customers of his Bird Watcher’s General 
Store on Cape Cod. This is a book to dip into when you need an-
swers to burning questions such as whether the bird in the Aflac ad 
is a goose or a duck, or whether hummingbird beaks open and 
close like other birds, or do they sip through a one-piece straw-like 
beak that doesn’t open? (It is a duck, and hummer bills do open 
and close.) Other questions are more serious, such as how do birds 
sleep? Should you touch baby birds? What are those blood-
curdling screams in the night? Finally, woodpeckers don’t get head-
aches because their brain cases are very large, thus preventing 
concussions. Dr. Ivan Schwab wrote an extensive paper on this 
topic, for which he won an Ig Nobel Prize, given for research on 
completely obscure topics. 
 
     Another good reading choice; this one on a subject near and 
dear to birders: “Outwitting Squirrels” by Bill Adler, subtitled “101 
Cunning Strategies to Reduce, Dramatically, the Egregious Misap-
propriation of Seed From Your Birdfeeder by Squirrels.” This book 
has gone through many editions, and in each, most of the strate-
gies failed to stop squirrels. Chapters are included on knowing the 
enemy, feeders, anti-squirrel structures and devices, and even 
what to do if you think squirrels are cute. The 101 cunning strate-
gies include the following: enclose your yard with a 20-foot-tall 
plexiglass fence; acquire some rattlesnakes, a major squirrel preda-
tor, for your lawn; place a giant Clint Eastwood poster in your yard; 
sic the IRS on them; and cry, maybe the squirrels will feel sorry for 
you.” The 101st stratagem is ”decide that squirrels aren’t so bad 
after all.” You can be like mathematician Clarence Shilling, who left 
his entire estate of $ 90,000 for an endowment to feed birds and 
squirrels. 
 
     Hope these books will bring a smile to all!       

      And In Case You Missed The News! 
 
     Congratulations to HAS member Sarah Faulkner for her remark-
able discovery and photo documentation of a brand new avian 
species: Headless Pintail (Anas headlessius). 

     “It is quite unusual to make such a 
discovery without spending months in 
Indonesia or Papua New Guinea. Doing 
so in Connecticut makes it extra special,” 
said Ms. Faulkner in an exclusive inter-
view. 
     We at “The Crest” are privileged to 
publish this first-ever photograph. 

        Headless Pintail  
     Photo by Sarah Faulkner 



 

6 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Hartford Audubon Crest  

                     Trip Reports 

                    Hilltop Farm, Suffield 
                                   By Joan Heffernan 
 
     On September 8, 2021, fourteen participants met at Hilltop 
Farm where we identified 23 bird species. We began our walk near 
the entrance marquee. From there we walked south and then east 
along a gravel road on town owned property. We passed haying 
fields that are home to Red-winged Blackbirds and Bobolinks, al-
though neither were present today. Near the base of the hill we 
hooked a left onto a narrow path that led us to a boardwalk. On 
the right side of the path, in a wetland area, we saw newly planted 
native species (nestled in with beautiful goldenrod), purchased 
with HAS grants from 2020 & 2021, and all of which were well 
watered this year! We stopped to observe the resident eagle’s 
nest. All was quiet today, as  a fledging left in early July. Our walk 
continued onto a gravel road and past a tobacco barn. We then 
headed north, parallel to the CT River. We followed a wooded trail 
from which we witnessed the storm destruction from this summer. 
We were able to view the inland pond home to Wood Ducks and 
Great Blue Herons. The GBH did a flyover, but the ducks were hid-
ing!  After looping around and exiting the woods, we headed west 
and up the hill to where the Red-headed Woodpeckers lived in the 
fall of 2019 and spring of 2020. We stopped at the Community 
Garden where Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, American Gold-
finches, and a female Red-winged Blackbird were actively eating 
among the rainbow of blooming flowers. Continuing up the hill, we 
visited the Corn Crib. This area is being nurtured to create a place 
where less active individuals can sit and enjoy the birds, bees, and 
butterflies in the Butterfly and Pollinator Gardens. HAS grant 
money was used to purchase plants in this area as well. Eastern 
Phoebes nest under the corn crib, and we were able to see seven. 
We also viewed the Hummingbird Garden on the side of former 
manure shed; also the Pollinator Garden on the base of what used 
to be a silo. Birders who stayed until the end were invited into the 
cathedral barn, which is also under renovation at this Non Profit 
Organization which has been on the National Register of Historic 
Places since 2005. You can learn more about this property by visit-
ing the following website: https://www.hilltopfarmsuffield.org. 

              Greenstone Hollow, East Granby 
                                     By Chris Fisher 
 

On October 9, 2021, eighteen birders met at 
Greenstone Hollow. We saw 21 species of 
birds, including large flocks of Red-winged 
Blackbirds, Starlings, and Cedar Waxwings. 
We had good looks at Northern Flicker, and 
the White-throated Sparrows had returned 
en masse! Merle Yoder, a photographer and 
HAS member, stayed afterwards and photo-
graphed both a Common Yellowthroat and a 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet. These were not in-
cluded in the official trip list.     Photo by Merle Yoder 

 
                2021 HAS “Big Sit” Report 
                                By Jay Kaplan 
 
     On October 10, 2021, six members and friends of the Hartford 
Audubon Society met before dawn on the Society’s Platform at 
Station 43, South Windsor to participate in the annual “Big Sit.”  
Conceived and administered by the New Haven Bird Club, the ob-
jective of the Big Sit is to count as many bird species as possible 
from the confines of a 17’ diameter circle on a day during the sec-
ond weekend in October. Our HAS Big Sit was initiated over twenty 
years ago by former HAS President, Betty Kleiner. This year’s “Sit” 
was an abbreviated version, as much of our group had work and 
other responsibilities later that day. Dawn at Station 43, however, 
is nothing short of exhilarating, as the early morning hours usually 
provide the greatest excitement. There is no place I’d rather be! 
     As usual, our day began with a few snippets of song here and 
there, as sparrows, wrens and other birds began to stir. Unfortu-
nately, there were no owls to be had this morning. Soon, however, 
the Wood Ducks began to make their presence known. The Con-
necticut River Valley is a prime migration corridor for these beauti-
ful ducks, and we can usually count hundreds of silhouettes mov-
ing across our view as dawn approaches. Smaller, and utilizing a 
different flight pattern than the occasional Mallards and American 
Black Ducks, the “woodies” are too numerous to count, and they 
did not disappoint! The weather this day was not ideal. It was 
warm and humid, and the sky was overcast. With no wind, it had 
not been a good night for songbird migration. An exception was a 
substantial movement of Red-winged Blackbirds. When watching 
blackbird flocks, one must be vigilant for the odd species mixing in. 
Vigilance, however, was unnecessary for the single Rusty Blackbird 
that dropped into the brush directly in front of us, then flew into a 
tree adjacent to the platform and chortled, providing everyone 
with a nice view.  
     The other species that was moving in big numbers on this day 
was Canada Goose. Sharp-eyed Annette Pasek noted a single 
Snow Goose in one of the skeins of Canadas as they headed south. 
It was to be the only non-Canada goose out of the thousands that 
moved past us that morning. By 9 AM, it was determined that we 
would end our abbreviated Big Sit. Two of us had to go to work, 
and another had already left for Maine. Late highlights included 
two juvenile Northern Harriers and a calling Pileated Wood-
pecker. It should be noted that the rain that was supposed to ar-
rive by mid-morning never materialized. The forecast, however, 
was enough to deter any other birders from making the trip into 
the marsh that day. 
     Birds observed: Snow Goose; Canada Goose; Wood Duck; 
American Black Duck; Mallard; Killdeer; Northern Harrier; Cooper’s 
Hawk; Red-tailed Hawk; Mourning Dove; Red-bellied Woodpecker; 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker; Downy Woodpecker; Pileated Wood-
pecker; Northern Flicker; Eastern Phoebe; Blue Jay; American 
Crow; Tree Swallow; Ruby-crowned Kinglet; House Wren; Marsh 
Wren; Carolina Wren; European Starling; Gray Catbird; American 
Robin; American Pipit; White-throated Sparrow; Song Sparrow; 
Swamp Sparrow; Red-winged Blackbird; Rusty Blackbird; Common 
Grackle; Yellow-rumped Warbler; Northern Cardinal 
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          SUBMIT YOUR TRIP REPORTS 
                  Please email your reports to 
                    Sandi Jones @frogcop@cox.net 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS! 
       SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED 30 DAYS BEFORE EACH 
    ISSUE DATE WILL BE INCLUDED AS SPACE ALLOWS. 
 
     Send newsletter submissions for the Winter issue by 
        January 1, 2022 to beachgolfdesign@att.net 
 
                                  Doug Beach, editor 

          Wood Ducks by David Lawton 

Female B.W. Teal 
By Tom Griswold 

Redheads and Greater Scaup by Chris Fisher 

                           Peregrination 
 
     HAS member Mike LaBossiere recently completed an 1,865 mile 
journey from Salt Lake City to Tucson. Stops included the Farming-
ton Bay Wildlife Management Area and Arches National Park in 
Utah; Mesa Verde National Park in Colorado; and Monument Val-
ley, Grand Canyon, and Saguaro National Park in Arizona. Mike 
picked up five life birds along the way. His favorites included a flock 
of Pinyon Jays, and an unexpected look at a California Condor.   

                   Important Notice 
 
     PLEASE CONTINUE TO CHECK THE HAS WEBSITE FOR THE 
STATUS OF ALL UPCOMING MEETINGS, FIELD TRIPS, AND OTHER 
CLUB ACTIVITIES. SCHEDULES CONTINUE TO BE VERY FLUID. 

    The Christmas Bird Count is Coming! 
 
     It’s hard to believe, but the Holiday Season will soon be upon 
us! Join Hartford Audubon members on December 19 for the 
Christmas Bird Count, the nation’s longest running citizen science 
project. For one day, we will count birds within a 7.5 mile radius 
around the Old State House in Hartford. For more information, 
contact Jay Kaplan. His email address is jaybrd49@aol.com. 

      To be Followed by the “Big January”  
 
     Give yourself something to look forward to in January! Everyone 
is encouraged to join with other HAS members for a friendly com-
petition to find the most bird species in Hartford County this 
month. Check www.hartfordaudubon.org for upcoming details. 

       Or, If You Happen to be in Florida 
 
     If you like to bird in Florida, and especially if you keep a Florida 
list, be sure to check out the Tall Timbers Research Station near 
Tallahassee. Being close to the Georgia line, Tall Timbers is among 
the very few reliable spots in Florida for White-breasted Nuthatch.     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Hartford Audubon Crest 

                 Thanks to Our Photographers 
 
     Our heartfelt thanks go to the members who sent us duck pho-
tographs for this issue of “The Crest.”  We thought you would en-
joy seeing a few more of their works.  
 

Female N. Pintail by Kelley Scott 

Common Goldeneye by Bruce Taterka 

Female Hooded Merganser 
        By Tom Griswold 

  Male N. Shoveler 
    By Chris Fisher 

Female Black Scoter  
  By Tom Griswold 


