
Har$ord Audubon Society Members Monthly Mee7ng Minutes 

Tuesday, April 11, 2023, 7:30 pm 

St. James Episcopal Church, West Har$ord 

The mee&ng was called to order at 7:28 pm by President Anne<e Pasek, following a social half-hour. 

30 Members a<ended the mee&ng and presenta&on. Several new members iden&fied themselves and were 
welcomed. 

Anne<e stated that the membership renewal process is underway.  She encouraged members to renew online 
as soon as possible.  Members not renewing online will be mailed a le<er but we are trying to reduce the work 
and cost of paper mailings. 

Anne<e encouraged members to come to the Annual Mee&ng/Banquet at the Pond House on May 9th.  
Invita&ons should have arrived – please sign up by going to the “Reserva&on” tab on the HAS website or by 
sending Donna Summers Treasurer a check. She noted that this is always a fun evening, with a good dinner, 
good company, elec&on of the Board, and entertainment.  Anne<e proceeded to introduce the members who 
have stepped up to go onto the Board in May: 

• Al GaU for President 

• Sydnee Foster for Vice President 

• Debi Wheeler for Board member 

• Paul Cianfaglione for Board member 

Anne<e reported that HAS has joined other conserva&on non-profits as a partner for the Urban Bird Treaty for 
Har\ord. There is a mee&ng scheduled for the signing of the treaty on May 19th in Keney Park.  Anne<e will 
email out informa&on to all members; people are encouraged to a<end this public mee&ng if possible. 

Anne<e then gave a Sanctuaries report, commen&ng that the MDC is con&nuing its work at Tobacco Valley.  
She also thanked Larry Lunden for stepping up as the new liaison for the Stewardship Commi<ee, replacing 
Connor Hogan who had to resign for personal reasons. We are very grateful to Connor for all he did.  

Past Trips/Programs: Sylvia Halkin reported that hermit thrush, pine warblers, and wood ducks were seen on 

Jon Ward’s April 8th trip to Great Pond in Simsbury.  Anne<e and Roberta Gowing reported on a trip to Sta&on 
43 at which they think they saw a black rail.  Jay Kaplan encouraged them to submit a rare bird report to the 

COA.  Paul Desjardins reported on seeing a golden plover at Milford Point. Fran D’Amico reported that the 
Wildlife Series lecture on March 21st about climate change was rive&ng. 

Upcoming Trips: Anne<e reviewed the upcoming bird walks in April and early May – the best months!  She 
encouraged members to check the handbook and website for dates and loca&ons. 

Spring Census: Jay Kaplan stated that the census starts on April 29th and run through Sunday, May 21st 
(corrected dates including what is in handbook). The purpose is to log as many species in towns as possible.  
Jamie Meyer is running the census and s&ll needs captains for two towns.  Jay asked that folks check their 
emails for details. 



Wildlife Series: Fran stated that the upcoming Wildlife lecture on April 18th will not be the hummingbird 
program that was planned; it is postponed to next December.  The replacement program will feature Julie 
Zickefoose speaking about her book that describes her rela&onship with a bluejay. 

Evening Program: Fran then introduced our evening speaker, Corrie Folsom-O’Keefe from Audubon Connec&cut 
(part of Na&onal Audubon). Corrie gave a wonderful slide show about migratory shorebirds, focusing on piping 
plovers, American oystercatchers, and least terns.  She spent &me addressing how each of us can help these 
birds succeed in their reproduc&on on the shores. 

The mee&ng adjourned around 8:45 pm 

Minutes taken by Sarah Faulkner 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      


